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at Christmastide, when we commemorate God's most
precious gift to mankind, exercises a most salutary
influence. Every day other means of practical
expression of unselfishness may be utilised by the
thoughtful teacher. Their effectiveness depends much
upon the way in which they are handled. " Those,"
said a headmistress, pointing to about forty half-
pennies on a table, " represent something of our
children's response. Last week we had missionary
lessons throughout the school and the children have
brought these to help the missionaries without being
asked." Many of the contributors had saved one
of their Saturday halfpennies to bring on Monday
morning. Some such translation into spontaneous
action of the spirit of our teaching, as represented in
these few instances, and the carrying of it into the
total range of life seems to constitute the greatest
problem of all education. It must be confessed that
opportunities are to a considerable extent limited by
present conditions, whereby five and a half hours of
the day are spent in the environment of school and
the remainder under very different and frequently
opposing influences ; for these two sets of conditions
tend definitely to create a dual kind of life. As the
servant girl often preserves one type of pronunciation
for her mistress and another for the kitchen, or the
workman one for the office and another for his mates,
so there is on the part of the child, although varying
in extent in individual cases, one attitude towards
life during school hours and another outside school.
How to mingle the waters of both into the great and
pure stream of the river of life is the problem. Inter-
esting experiments involving the abolition of class